Federation of Canadian Municipalities:

Unanimously Adopted Resolution to Improve the Regulation of Motor Boats

September 4, 2014
Update Legislation governing Pleasure-boating and Water Sports on Lakes and other Waterways

WHEREAS, The potential negative effects of pleasure-boating and related water sports on the health of
waterways and of freshwater flora and fauna are well recognized; and

WHEREAS, Certain pleasure-boating and water sports can become a nuisance, disrupt the harmony
among waterways’ multiple uses and thus make these recreational environments unlivable; and

WHEREAS, Lakes are critical economic engines of many municipalities in Quebec and across Canada,
especially in rural areas; and

WHEREAS, The scientific study conducted by Sarah Mercier-Blais and Yves Prairie in June 2014 confirms
that the waves generated by wakeboats undermines the health of shorelines on lakes Memphrémagog
and Lovering and that the energy generated by these watercraft has a considerable impact as far as 300
meters from shore; and

WHEREAS, The municipality of Canton de Gore, the association of shoreline residents of Lake Barron
and other residents in this region have all observed over the past several years that motor-boating
activities have seriously harmed this emblematic, one-square-kilometer lake on both the socio-economic
and environmental levels; and

WHEREAS, The municipality of Canton de Gore has not only drafted a report on how these activities
undermine the health of lakes, with a focus on Lake Barron, but also proposed ways to control these
activities and thus protect the area’s water resources; and

WHEREAS, The current federal law governing water sports and pleasure-boating on recreational lakes,
namely theCanada Shipping Act, focuses on safety and on minimizing obstacles to navigation and does
not deal with quality-of-life and environmental concerns; and

WHEREAS, The current mechanisms municipalities can use to regulate certain aspects of pleasure-
boating are at once cumbersome, costly and piecemeal, and do not reflect a responsible, integrated
vision of how to develop and manage lands and water resources coherently and sustainably; and

WHEREAS, The municipality of Canton de Gore has asked for the support of the MRC d’Argenteuil in
asking the government of Canada to change the current regulatory framework, which is both
inadequate and outdated; and

WHEREAS, Many municipalities and environmental organizations have also recognized the issues and
impacts linked to motorized watercraft and want to implement measures that represent a vision driven
by sustainable development and mindful of social, ecological and economic perspectives; and



WHEREAS, The MRC d’Argenteuil’s 2009 revised management and development scheme (Schéma
d’aménagement et de développement révisé or SADR) identifies, in light of the MRC’s broader
development strategy, the principles that will guide the MRC in its commitment to support a regional
vision for managing lands that is based on the protection and enhancement of natural resources, with a
sustainable-development perspective; and

WHEREAS, The SADR sets the specific objective of properly protecting lake environments in recreational
areas; and

WHEREAS, The MRC d’Argenteuil has adopted a waterway-protection strategy by which its
interventions focus on a watershed-management approach and aim to protect water habitats; and

WHEREAS, In April 1999, the public-consultations report of the Comité sur la sécurité nautique et la
qualité de vie sur les lacs et cours d’eau du Québec shed light on the environmental damage caused by
motorized watercraft and, already at that time, called for integrated, region-wide solutions that took the
multiple uses of lakes into account;

WHEREAS, In September 2007, the government of Quebec adopted a blue-algae control plan requiring
an investment of $200 million over 10 years and highlighting Quebec’s intention to play a lead role in
combating cyanobacteria and thus protect the health of its “blue gold”; and

WHEREAS, On June 11, 2009, Quebec’s National Assembly unanimously adopted the Act to Affirm the
Collective Nature of Water Resources and Provide for Increased Water Resource Protection; and

WHEREAS, The Act confirms that water resources form part of the province’s collective heritage and
that Quebec is their guardian on behalf of both current and future generations;

WHEREAS, Legislation governing pleasure-boating comes under the jurisdiction of the Canadian
government and, as a result, municipalities must go through their provincial government to appeal for
action at the federal level; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) urge the Government of Canada to
work in partnership with municipalities to improve the process for regulating motorized watercraft on
local waterbodies, and to inform other municipalities across Canada about the importance of this issue
in water-resource protection and thus prompt them to share their concerns with both their own
provincial governments and the government of Canada.
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